Lieutenant Colonel Laurence M. Farrell took command of the San Francisco District, United States Army Corps of Engineers, on July 14, 2008.  Prior to assuming command, he was the deputy commander of the Gulf Region Division,  North District, in Tikrit, Iraq from May 5, 2007 to April 12, 2008. From July 23, 2005 to May 12, 2007, he was outreach operations officer for the director of the Army staff.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Lt. Col. Farrell was commissioned a second lieutenant upon graduation from the Virginia Military Institute in 1990.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering, as well as a masters of science in civil engineering from the University of Missouri – Rolla. 
            His military education includes the U.S. Army Airborne and Jumpmaster Schools; the engineer advanced course; and the Command and General Staff College.
             Significant military awards and decorations include the Bronze Star first oak leaf cluster; the Combat Action Badge, the Army Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters; the Army Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters; and the Bronze de Fleury Medal.
Lt. Col. Farrell’s other previous assignments include platoon leader, company executive officer and battalion maintenance officer, 30th Engineer Battalion; assistant S3, 577th Engineer Battalion; company commander, 35th Engineer Battalion, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.; assistant professor and executive officer of the Civil and Mechanical Engineering Department at West Point; and Brigade S3, 2nd Infantry Division Engineer Brigade, Korea.  
            Other career highlights include serving in the Gulf War in Operation Desert Storm, and in Somalia in Operation Continue Hope. Lt. Col. Farrell is a registered professional engineer in the State of Missouri.
