Berryessa Creek, California, General Reevaluation Study
Peer Review Plan
November 2007
This Peer Review Plan (PRP) supplements the Quality Control Plan included in the Project Management Plan for the study.  The following paragraphs correspond to paragraphs 6.a. to 6.j. of Engineer Circular 1105-2-408 (Peer Review of Decision Documents).

a.  The Berryessa Creek, California general reevaluation study was initiated in 2001 to investigate alternatives to the authorized Berryessa Creek Project in Santa Clara County for the purpose of flood damage reduction.  The study is considering channel and terrace excavation, bridge and culvert modifications, levee and floodwall construction, sediment basin modification, bed and bank armoring, minor recreation improvements, and planting of riparian vegetation.  Because flood damage reduction is the project purpose, the USACE Planning Center of Expertise for Flood Risk Management (FRM-PCX) at the South Pacific Division (SPD) has the responsibility for accomplishment and quality of peer review per EC 1105-2-408.  This PRP has been submitted to SPD for vertical team consensus and will be revised to address MSC comments, if necessary. 
Team members and designated points of contact in the responsible District and PCX to whom inquiries may be directed are identified in the following table.  Due to security considerations, individual names will be deleted before this plan is made available to  the public.
The Corps general reevaluation report (GRR) is not likely to be influential scientific information or a highly influential scientific assessment.  The construction cost of any recommended project is currently expected to be less than $30 million.  Berryessa Creek is a minor tributary to Penitencia and Coyote Creeks, with maximum flows near the minimum magnitude required for Corps involvement, and the risks associated with the project are low.  The magnitude and risk of the project do not require external peer review.  Peer review of the GRR will consist of independent technical review managed by the Flood Risk Management Planning Center of Expertise.
c.  Peer review was performed prior to the Feasibility Scoping Meeting (SPD Milestone F3) and the Alternative Review Conference/Alternative Formulation Briefing (SPD Milestones F4/F4A).  Peer review will also be performed prior to the submittal of the draft and final GRR's to HQUSACE.
d.  Not applicable.
e.  The public will have the opportunity to comment on the draft and final GRR's by submitting comment letters to the Corps.

f.  Significant and relevant comments received in response to the draft GRR will be provided to peer reviewers before they conduct their review of the final report.

g.  Approximately 8 to 10 reviewers are anticipated on the ITR team.

h.  The primary disciplines/expertise needed in the peer review are hydrology and hydraulics, geotechnical engineering, civil design, cost engineering, economics, real estate, environmental compliance, and plan formulation/civil works policy.  ITR for cost engineering will be coordinated with the NWW Cost Engineering Directory of Expertise.
i.  Not applicable.
j.  The public will not be asked to nominate potential peer reviewers.
Planning Model Certification: The use of planning models that would require additional certification under EC 1105-2-407 is not currently anticipated.  It is currently expected that this study will use only previously approved planning models such as FDA, HEP and IWR Planning Suite.
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