AMERICAM CONSULTING ENGINEERS COUNCIL (ACEC):  CEMP-N met with the new international staffer for ACEC on 3 April to discuss international partnerships. We discussed the full scope of our international activities including some developing relationships we have with other countries and with UNESCO as part of a growing trend toward globalization of the engineering industry. We discovered that ACEC is dealing with the globalization issue and like other “U.S.” business organizations has foreign firms in some sort of membership status. We look forward to a positive relationship with ACEC on international activities..  POC is Don Kisicki.  

AMERICAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS COUNCIL: The Chief of Engineers will meet on 20 February with the President of ACEC.  An updated partnering agreement is expected to be signed and items of specific interest will be discussed including USACE implementation of Section 211 of WRDA 2000.  

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA: HQUSACE staff met with CMAA on 30 March to discuss several partnering topics including our interim guidance for implementing Section 211 of WRDA 2000 (Thomas amendment).  CMAA was a leader in the private sector initiative to secure passage of Section 211.  The focus of CMAA is on schools and transportation.  CMAA accepted our interim guidance for implementing these changes to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act. 

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS: HQUSACE AND NSPE met on 12 March to discuss a number of subjects of mutual interest including our policies pertaining to reimbursable services.   Although government engineers are members of NSPE, the organization has a private sector focus. NSPE joined with other private sector organizations in securing Section 211 of WRDA 2000 to constrain USACE work for state and local governments. 

MEXICO:  In coordination with the US Embassy the South Pacific Division will travel to Mexico City to meet embassy staff and Mexico agency officials 12-13 June (US Embassy asked that the planned 19-20 March visit be rescheduled). Purpose of the visit is to re-establish relations leading to possible USACE assistance on disaster management, environmental and infrastructure problems. The visit has been coordinated with DUSA (IA) and OASA (CW).  In a related matter, on 27 March, the US Embassy Mexico City, forwarded to the U.S. State and Defense Departments and CINCSOUTH a request from the Government of Mexico (GOM) for USACE to perform a wave hindcasting study at Puerto Madero, Mexico. The study will be used to prepare a computer simulation of the effects of waves on the port.  Funding will be provided by the GOM through a Letter of offer and Acceptance..

SECTION 211 (THOMAS AMENDMENT): CEMP-N met with OASA(CW) staff on 14 May to begin discussions concerning permanent guidance for implementing this legislation.  Interim guidance was issued last February. As a result of this meeting, we will continue to use the interim guidance until final guidance can be discussed with the new ASA(CW).  In addition, it was decided that OASA(CW) and HQ staff will meet with OMB staff to discuss Circular A-97 and the possibility of including contracting expertise as a specialized or technical service under the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act.   

KANSAS CITY, MO: Kansas City District (NWK ) was asked by Kansas City, Missouri to complete a road design/study for the Blue Parkway associated with the Blue River civil works flood control project.. After review of the work, and interagency services guidance including whether the Corps was “uniquely equipped” (Section 211 guidance) to perform the work, NWK denied the request and recommended that the City go to the private sector for the support.  Estimated value of this work was $250,000.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS: We have received approval and certification from the OASA (CW) for Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) to provide services to the University of Texas. The services consist of the ERDC Geotechnical and Structures Laboratory (GSL) conducting a series of penetration experiments into thick concrete targets. This is our third approval for assistance to state and local governments issued under Section 211 the Water Resources Development Act of 2000. 

 

